
Meeting Minutes - Community Climate Advisory Committee
[May 11, 2021]

The Community Climate Advisory Committee met virtually. Present: [Dennis Rigby, Jean Wiedenheft, John

Zakrasek, Kelzye Bedwell, Kristine Sorensen, Laura Barr, Mark Weldon, Megan Crawford, Mugisha

Bwenge, Rachel Maker, Carter Oswood, Jason Snell] all via Zoom video call. Also present [Eric Holthaus of

the city, Katie Coyne of Asakura Robinson, Jessi Wyatt and Abby Finis of Great Plains Institute]. Staff

liaison Eric Holthaus announced that the meeting was held as an electronic regular City Council meeting

because a meeting in person was impossible or impractical due to concerns for the health and safety of

Community Climate Advisory Committee members, staff and the public presented by COVID-19.

Minutes
_____________________________________________________________

AGENDA

Welcome and Meeting Overview. Staff Liaison, Eric Holthaus, started the meeting introducing
those who are on the call. Abby Finis of Great Plains Institute goes over the agenda provided an
update on the scenario planning and the CCAP timeline. Abby provided a revised non-industrial
emissions scenario based on the exercise and feedback the committee covered in the last
meeting, as well as a scenario including industrial emissions based on initial conversations with
industries in Cedar Rapids.

Resilience Existing Conditions. Katie Coyne of Asakura Robinson laid out the structure of the
resilience conditions report and provided highlights from each of the sections.

● Resilience, Equity, and Climate Justice
○ Resilience
○ Equity
○ Climate Justice
○ Population Vulnerability

● Major Climate Hazards
○ Major River Flooding
○ Flash Flooding
○ The Derecho (extreme weather)
○ Prolonged Extreme Heat



● Access to Basic Needs in Cedar Rapids
○ Environmental Quality: Air, Water, and Soil
○ Food Access
○ Park Access
○ Green Jobs

Context Setting. Katie Coyne provides context for the strategies that will be looked at,
reviewing the cities overarching goals, decarbonization goals, and resilience goals. Katie
introduces the key terms and definitions as foundation for the conversation:

● Resilience: Resilience is the ability to prepare for and endure difficult times — and
bounce back stronger.

○ Difficult times can include chronic stressors (poverty, language or education
barriers, poor mental health) or abrupt shocks (job loss, loss of loved one,
extreme weather).

● Climate Adaptation: Actions the city can take to adapt human and environmental
systems to be more resilient to and better prepared to respond to changing conditions
like increased heat or flooding.

● Equity: Equitable planning prioritizes the voices of residents who are most vulnerable to
shocks and stressors and who have historically not been a part of decision-making
circles, through the planning process and within the plan's outcomes.

● Climate Justice: Climate justice recognizes that people who are disproportionately
negatively impacted by climate change are generally least responsible for accelerating
climate change and less likely to benefit from climate action efforts; and, advocates for
the equitable distribution of climate burden and climate action benefits

Katie reviews the definition and examples of strategies, initiatives, and actions.

Presentation of Draft Strategies. Abby and Katie lead the committee through brainstorming,
reviewing, and providing feedback on the draft strategies, with attention paid to
trade-offs/benefits and equity considerations in these categories:

● Climate Adaptation
● Access to Basic Needs
● Cross Cutting

Notes from the brainstorm and discussion will be incorporated into future exercises. The
committee states they would like to hear about solutions other cities are using to address heat
at the next meeting.

Next Steps and Closing. Abby Finis and Eric Holthaus closed the meeting with a review of the
committee’s next meeting on May 25th from 5:30-7:30 pm and will focus on updates on
engagement focus groups and public engagement events and development of initiatives and
actions.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM.


